
Discipline Hard Work Honesty Humility

Essay Skills

Silent do now: 

1. What are some top tips for practice papers. 

2. Why should you use the mark scheme? 

3. Why should you go back to the exam paper? 

16 school days to go!

21 actual days to go!
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Essay Skills

Many subjects have essays. 

For each essay question you must. 

• Read the question carefully. 

• Read the text or source all the 
way through

• Check you know how to answer 
the question. 
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Essay Skills

PLAN

What is important in your answer.  

Don’t spend too long planning

Jot down your main ideas

Work out your structure (how many paragraphs, 
intro, conclusion) 

Link by topic or themes
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Essay Skills

Structure

Use paragraphs to 

organise your points 
and link ideas. 

Link your 

paragraphs using 

phrases such as- ‘on 

the other hand’ and 
‘in addition’. 

Short 
introduction
End with a 
summary/ 
conclusion that 
clearly reminds 
the reader of 
your main 
argument. 
Despite… 
Ultimately… 

Write clearly

Don’t make 

sentences too long 
or complicated

Check your 

argument is easy to 
understand

Use specific exams 
and precise quotes
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Make sure you write 
properly
Avoid informal 
words (Romeo’s 
mate Mercutio)
Steer clear of slang 
(the poem made 
me LOL) 
Don’t use filler words 
(Pollution is, like, 
bad) 

Explain things 
clearly using 
phrases like: 

This signifies that… 

This highlights…

This suggests… 

Furthermore… 

These will keep 
your answers easy 
to follow. 

Linking words
Link ideas and 
points with words 
such as:
However
In contrast
Similarly
Alternatively
They will make you 
answer flow nicely. 
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SPAG

Important notes:
Avoid common spelling mistakes (there/ their/ 
they’re)
Use punctuation properly (remember to check!)
Don’t change tenses (it’s confusing) 
Double negatives (avoid!)
Start a new paragraph for a new point (don’t just 
write in 1 block) 
Leave time to quickly check your answers (5 mins to 
fix and silly mistakes)
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Exam questions

Activity: 

1. Plan an answer for 
this exam question. 


